VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

humanist and pacifist proposals. The dictator pulled all
possible strings to secure the suppression of Gastellio's
Conseil. Messengers were speeded to every point of
the compass, bearing hortatory letters to the Protestant
authorities. So effective was Calvin's organization, that
in August, 1563, at the General Synod of the Reformed
Churches, a resolution was passed as follows: "The
Church is hereby informed of the appearance of a book
entitled Conseil a la France desolee penned by Castellio.
This is an extremely dangerous work, and the faithful
are warned to be on their guard against it."

Once more the zealots succeeded in suppressing a
"dangerous" work by Castellio before it had been cir-
culated. Yes, the book was suppressed, but what about
the author, this imperturbable, inflexible, anti-dogmatic
and anti-doctrinaire philosopher. An end must be made
of him. Gagging was not enough; his spine must be
broken. Once more Theodore de Beze was called in to
use the garotte. His Responsio ad defensiones et reprehen-
siones Sebastiani Castellionis, dedicated to the pastors of the
town of Basle, showed (if by this dedication alone) what
sort of steps were to be taken against Castellio. "It is
time, and more than time," such was de Beze's insinua-
tion, "that religious justice shall deal with this heretic
and friend of heretics." In a spate of defamatory lan-
guage, the pious theologian pilloried Castellio as a liar,
blasphemer, wicked Anabaptist, desecrator of sacred
doctrine, stinking sycophant, protector, not only of all
heretics, but likewise of all adulterers and criminals. To
conclude, he was stigmatized as an assassin whose wea-
pons of defence had been forged in Satan's smithy. True,
de Beze, in his fury, mixed his opprobrious epithets so
indiscriminately that many of them cancelled one an-
other out. Still, what clearly emerged from this volcanic
tumult was the determination to gag Castellio once for
all, if possible by taking his life.
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